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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate 
 
All praise is to Allah, peace and blessing be upon His Messenger Mohammed, his holy household, 
and his companions. 
 
The State of Qatar has recently witnessed comprehensive developments and achievements at all 
levels and in all fields thanks to its wise leadership represented by His Highness Sheikh Tamim Bin 
Hamad Al Thani, the Amir of the State of Qatar - May Allah Protect him. 
In his recent address to the citizens and residents, His Highness the Amir stressed the need to 
focus on the development of educational and research institutions, on the impact of creativity, 
independent thinking and outstanding initiatives, and on scientific achievement for the 
renaissance of the State, as well as the need to raising young people on noble religious values and 
virtues. Besides, His Highness the Amir reaffirmed the importance of strengthening the values of 
hard work, determination and perseverance, and the importance of investing in achieving 
excellence, especially as the State is moving confidently towards the implementation of the 
National Development Strategy 2018-2022. Promoting the education sector has become a 
common subject of interest among all countries as an indispensable element and right for all 
citizens and a true capital for these states to invest in the human being who is, at the end, the 
basis of comprehensive and sustainable development. 
 
Accordingly, the State of Qatar sought to develop its own educational system and made all means 
and resources available to serve this end, in a staunch belief that progress must be both 
quantitative and specific, which -in return- will promote quality, perfection, and excellence. 
 
Having considered that showing appreciation to the individual gives further impetus towards 
excellence, the Education Excellence Award is designed to recognize key categories in the 
educational system and to annually celebrate their outstanding achievements that are examples 
for more to come. Reaching the summit requires hard work, endeavor and strong will. 
 
For this end we will focus in the coming stage - with the assistance of Allah and the engagement 
of all educational institutions- on making excellence an objective for all, by reassessing our 
educational policies, projects and programs to take advantage of all that has been achieved so far, 
and to overcome any challenge by introducing the appropriate solution. 
 
To conclude, excellence is a journey open to all but only accomplished by men and women of 
perfection, dedication, and determination. 
 
Allah is the Arbiter of success, 

 
Dr. Mohammed Abdul Wahed Al Hammadi 
Minister of Education and Higher Education  
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In the name of Allah, the Merciful, the Compassionate 

 
All praise is to Allah, peace and blessing be upon His Messenger Mohammed, his holy household, 
and his companions. 
 
The foundation and renaissance of any nation have always been attached to a supreme 
educational environment. The more a nation cares about this sector the better the outcomes are 
seen in its succeeding generations that proudly enjoy the spirit of leadership, productivity and 
innovation that enable them to achieve the nation’s progress and renaissance. 
 
Having such a vision, the Education Excellence Day (EED) award aims at consolidating and 
promoting the culture of excellence in the field of education. By celebrating outstanding winners, 
the award is designed to create an atmosphere of competition among all educational practitioners 
to show the best practices with due perfection and dedication as it has been always called for by 
our holy religion. Allah the Almighty Says: “Be ye foremost (in seeking) Forgiveness from your Lord, 
and a Garden [partial aya 21 of Surat Al-Hadid (the Iron)].” This is a clear call for competition and 
seeking excellence in all that would bring good to the Muslim and his/her nation alike. 
 
Being subjects of true state of excellence, as reflected in its outstandingly governing policies and 
regime, we always witness the State of Qatar adopting and supporting excellence; starting from 
His Highness the Father Amir Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa Al Thani - May Allah Protect him - who laid 
the foundation of a universally acclaimed state as “unique and outstanding”. Enjoying deep 
wisdom and insightful vision, the Father Amir made of the State of Qatar a remarkably ongoing 
site of construction and production, which remained so under the wise leadership of His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani -May Allah Protect him- whose inaugural speech to 
the nation gave further impetus towards quality and excellence. His Highness the Amir stated: 
“Development and high living standards are not possible without economic growth. This is self-
evident argument. But when it comes to human development, then the issue wouldn’t be limited 
to the concept of growth as an increase in the rate of per capita income, but it becomes the 
improvement of his performance, the nobility of his values, his seriousness, work productivity and 
devotion to the homeland. Without all these what is the worth of wealth? ... Hence, the measure 
of our success in education and development is not confined to what we invest in these domains, 
but also in the outputs that we can achieve.” 
 
We hereby invite all men and women of the educational field - be they students, teachers, 
academics or educational institutions - who are aware how big their mission in the making of this 
homeland of generosity is, and accordingly work with due dedication and perfection and creativity 
… we invite them to take part in the EED award that is part and parcel of the National Vision 2030 
to achieve sustainable development based on the human factor. 

 
Allah is the Arbiter of Success 
EED Award Development Committee  
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Vision of the award: 

 

The contribution in the promotion of innovation and excellence in the Qatari society. 

 

Mission: 

 

To deepen the concepts excellence and innovation through adopting the global 

standards, the implementation of quality programs, and achieving the full integration of 

personal and institutional efforts to enhance the outputs of the educational process in the 

State of Qatar. 

 

Objectives: 

 

1. To recognize and honor the academically distinguished  citizens of the State of 

Qatar.  

2. To deepen the concepts of excellence and encourage all individuals and 

educational institutions to develop their performance. 

3. To promote positive attitudes towards knowledge and scientific research. 

4. To spread the spirit of innovation among students, researchers, and educational 

institutions. 

5. To raise the spirit of competition between individuals and educational institutions 

in the field of scientific excellence. 

6. To directing individual and institutional energies towards scientific excellence in 

areas that serve the achievement of the developmental orientations of the State of 

Qatar. 
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Definition of the Award: 

The Education Excellence Day (EED) Award is an award in which outstanding Qatari individuals are 

honored in various fields to promote a culture of creativity and excellence among the Qatari society, push 

students to more excellence and outstanding educational attainment, and promote integration between 

individual and institutional efforts to improve educational outputs and bring them to global standards. 

 

 

Award Categories: 

1. The Education Excellence Award for primary students . 

2. The Education Excellence Award for preparatory students. 

3. The Education Excellence Award for secondary students. 

4. The Education Excellence Award for university graduates. 

5. The Education Excellence Award for Master’s Degree holders. 

6. The Education Excellence Award for PhD Degree holders. 

7. The Outstanding Teacher award. 

8. The Outstanding School award. 

9. The Outstanding Scientific Research award. 

 

  



Introductory Guide on the Education Excellence Day Award - Fourteenth Edition 2021 
 
 
 

        
  P a g e  | 7 

 

The Award Administration: 

 

Organizational Structure of the Education Excellence Day Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Ministry of Education and Higher Education 

Tasks entrusted to the Ministry include: 

1. General policy-making of the EED award activities. 

2. Approving the value of each award. 

3. Approving the award categories. 

4. Identifying the number of winners in each category. 

5. Other matters that the Ministry deems necessary for the conduct of the EED Award related 

activities. 

 

1. Board of Trustees of the Award 

It is the authority supervising the award and responsible for the follow-up and implementation of the 

competencies and powers necessary to achieve the objectives of the award. The tasks performed by the 

Board of Trustees of the award include: 

1. Approval of the award documents. 

2. Adoption of the financial and administrative system of the Award. 

Ministry of Education and Higher Education 

Board of Trustees of the EED Award 

Executive Chairperson 

Executive Committee Jury Committees Award Development 

Committee 
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3. Formation of permanent and temporary committees and defining their competencies according 

to the requirements of the award. 

4. Other matters that the Board of Trustees deems necessary for the conduct of the EED Award 

related activities. 

 

2. Executive Chairperson 

Selected by the Board of Trustees and undertakes the following tasks: 

1. General supervision of the award committees. 

2. Reporting to the board of trustees. 

3. Preparing a report for the Board of Trustees on the names of winners. 

4. Any duties assigned by the board or the president. 

 

3. EED Award Development Committee 

The EED Award Development Committee consists of a group of experts in the field of education and higher 

education. They are selected from the Ministry of Education and Higher Education and should start their 

work periodically and continuously after the completion of the ceremony of the Education Excellence 

Award in each year. The tasks of the committee include the following: 

1. Review the award criteria for all categories on an annual basis and develop them according to feedback 

from the field 

2. Propose new categories for the award. 

3. Prepare and approve all the Award's publications. 

4. Submit annual reports to the Board of Trustees on the development of the EED Award. 

5. Holding induction meetings and organizing training workshops. 

 

4. Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee is responsible for the implementation and follow-up of all decisions and 

recommendations issued by the Board of Trustees in relation to the excellence award. The executive 

committee is represented in the Department of Public Relations and Communications and a group of 

educators in the ministry and financial officials. The tasks of the committee include: 

1. Forming the technical committees and operating teams necessary for the completion of the 

activities of the award and determine the terms of reference and propose the value of the EED 

Award. 

2. Implementing the information plan of the EED Award. 

3. Implementing the organizational plan of the EED Award ceremony. 

4. Coordination and follow-up with various award committees. 
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5. Prepare the annual draft budget of the award and submit it to the Board of Trustees for approval 

6. Disbursement from the budget approved by the Board of Trustees. The Committee may exceed 

the approved allocations for any item of the budget by a percentage not exceeding 20%. Provided 

that there is an abundance in the value of one or more items. 

7. Take all necessary measures for the provision of the award requirements. These include materials, 

works and supplies. 

8. Taking all measures relevant to financial operations and saving them. 

The Executive Committee shall seek the assistance of those deemed eligible for the framework of 

organization, coordination, follow-up, public relations and information, and should form sub-committees 

to assist in this framework. 

 

5. Jury Committees 

Arbitration Committees are consisted of a group of experts in the field of education. They are selected by 

the Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Their tasks include: 

1. Evaluating and choosing winners of each category, and conducting interviews and field visits. 

2. Providing a report for the chief executive office of the award after completing arbitration 

procedures 

3. Participating in briefings of the award 

 

Conditions of participation and competition for the EED award different 

categories: 

First: Outstanding Student – Primary School 

1. Conditions for Participation: 

- The student must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

- The student must be enrolled in Grade 6 in a primary school in the State of Qatar. 

- The student must have a score of 95% or more in average during the previous three years. 

 

2. Conditions for competition: 

- The student must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Platinum Medal (90% in the 

evaluation criteria). 

- The student must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Gold Medal (80% in the 

evaluation criteria) 

- The student must successfully pass the interview. 

 

Second: Outstanding Student – Preparatory School 

1. Conditions for participation: 
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- The student must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

- The student must be enrolled in Grade 9 in a preparatory school in the State of Qatar. 

- Must have a score of 95% or more in average during the previous three years. 

 

2. Conditions for competition: 

- The student must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Platinum Medal (90% in the 

evaluation criteria). 

- The student must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Gold Medal (80% in the 

evaluation criteria) 

- The student must successfully pass the interview. 

 

Third: Outstanding Student – Secondary School 

1. Conditions for participation: 

- The student must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

- The student must have obtained the secondary certificate on the same year of application for the 

EED Award. 

- The student must have a score of 95% or more in average during the previous three years (copies 

of official transcripts). 

 

2. Conditions for competition: 

- The student must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Platinum Medal (95% in the 

evaluation criteria). 

- The student must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Gold Medal (85% in the 

evaluation criteria) 

- The candidate must successfully pass the interview. 

 

Fourth: University Graduates 

1. Conditions for participation: 

- The student must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

- The candidate must be a graduate from one of the higher education institutions featuring on the 

Ministry of Education and Higher Education approved list or from an institution operating in the 

State of Qatar or has an equivalent university degree. 

- The candidate must obtain the university degree in the same academic year to apply for the EED 

Award. Students on scholarship and those studying abroad are exempted from this rule. 

- The candidate must have an average of at least 3.6 out of 4 GPA or equivalent. 

 

2. Conditions for competition: 

- The candidate must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Gold Medal (85% in the 

evaluation criteria). 

- The candidate must achieve the minimum score to compete for the Platinum Medal (95% in the 

evaluation criteria). 
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- The candidate must successfully pass the interview. 

Fifth: Conditions for participation for Master’s Degree Holders 

1. The candidate must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

2. The candidate must have been awarded the master's degree in the last two academic years from 

one of the internationally recognized universities featuring on the approved list of the Ministry of 

Education and Higher Education. 

3. The candidate should have obtained the master’s degree in the period specified by the institution 

from which they graduated without studying additional years. 

4. The candidate holding a master’s degree should apply for the award once and should not apply 

again if they win it. 

5. The candidate must have accumulated at least 3.6 GPA or 90% or above in the program curricula. 

6. The candidate should have published one of their scientific researches or has received acceptance 

to publish in one of the prestigious scientific journals in the area of specialization. 

 

Sixth: Conditions for participation for Doctorate Degree Holders 

1. The candidate must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

2. The candidate must have been awarded the PhD degree in the last two academic years from one 

of the internationally recognized universities. 

3. The candidate should have published one of their scientific researches or has received acceptance 

to publish in one of the prestigious scientific journals in the area of specialization. 

4. The candidate should have obtained the PhD degree in the period specified by the institution from 

which they graduated without studying additional years. 

5. The candidate holding a PhD degree should apply for the award once and should not apply again 

if they win it. 

 

Seventh: The Outstanding Teacher 

1. Conditions for participation: 

- The candidate must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

- The candidate must have spent at least 5 years in teaching, 3 of which must be consecutive. 

- The current job title should be: teacher. 

- The candidate must have a bachelor’s degree (attach a copy of the university degree, certified 

and approved by the official authorities). 

- The candidate must have an excellent score of at least 90% in the annual evaluation report for the 

last three years (a certified copy of the annual evaluation reports) 

- The candidate must not have won the EED Award in the past three years. 

- The candidate must adhere to the charter of work ethics (a letter of recommendation from a 

committee composed of the principal, the academic vice principal / subject coordinator, and the 

educational orientation specialist). 
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2. Conditions for competition: 

- Teachers with a score of at least 90% in the evaluation criteria will be shortlisted for an assessment 

field visit and will sit for the interview. 

- Three outstanding Qatari teachers shall be selected from the three educational stages: primary, 

preparatory, and secondary. 

- The candidate must successfully pass the interview. 

Eighth: Outstanding School 

1. Conditions for participation: 

- The public school must obtain “very good” rating in the latest periodic assessment of the 

management and leadership assessment of schools. 

- The private school must have a national or international school accreditation. 

- A previously winning school may participate in the EED Award after 3 editions from receiving the 

award. 

- The school should represent only one educational stage regardless of the different stages of 

education it offers, with the exception of schools located outside the urban zones. 

       2. Conditions for competition: 

- The school should achieve a minimum score of 80% in the evaluation criteria. 

- The candidate school must successfully pass the field visit by the jury committee. 

Ninth: Scientific Research Category 

1. Conditions for participation: 

- The candidate must be a secondary school student in the State of Qatar. 

- The candidate must be a Qatari citizen (copy of the ID card). 

- The research must be prepared by ONE student only. 

- The research submitted for the award must not have previously won an award in or outside of 

the country. 

- The research must not have a high percentage of similarity or over-citation from websites and 

other scientific reports and literature. 

- The winning researches shall be owned by the Award Administration that will be entitled to 

publish any of the works. 

- The researcher is held responsible for all copyrights infringement in the event of publishing the 

study by the EED Award Organizing Committee. 

 

2. Conditions of competition: 

1- The research must achieve the minimum score of 80% in the evaluation criteria to compete 

for winning the EED Award or qualifying to the second round. 

2- To successfully pass the interview. 

 

The decisions of the jury committees are final 

and are not subject to review, amendment, or appeal. 
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Phases of the EED Award 

First: The Nomination Method 

1. The organizational committee shall receive nominations from Thursday 01/10/2020 to Thursday 

29/10/2020. The procedures are as follows: 

a. Schools are responsible for receiving all applications for the Outstanding Teacher category from 

their teachers. 

b. Each school wishing to compete can participate in the Outstanding School category. 

c. School should receive applications from their students concerning the following categories: the 

outstanding student (all three categories) and outstanding scientific research for secondary 

school students. 

d. The application form must be filled out through the link to apply for the EED Award. 

Important Note: Nominations are obtained from the website of the Ministry of Education and Higher 

Education: https://educompetitions.edu.gov.qa/scientific_achievement/ 

 

Second: Ensuring the Validity of Applications 

The EED Administration ensures the validity of each application. In case of the elimination of any 

application, the relevant party shall be informed in writing of the reason behind that. 

 

Third: The Evaluation Phase 

After ensuring the validity of the requirements, eligible applications will be distributed to the arbitration 

committees to be evaluated based on the award criteria. 

 

Fourth: Determining the Winners 

After evaluating all applications and interviewing those eligible for winning, the arbitration committees 

will determine the winners. The decision of the arbitration committee is final. The winners will be 

announced at a special press conference. 

 

Fifth: Honoring the Winners 

The winners will be honored at the official honoring ceremony under the sponsorship of His Highness 

Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani, the Amir of the State of Qatar. The ceremony will be attended by His 

Excellency the Minister of Education and Higher Education and dignitaries, where His Highness the Amir 

or his representative will hand out medals and certificates to the winners. 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feducompetitions.edu.gov.qa%2Fscientific_achievement%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ce.ibourk%40edu.gov.qa%7C394d175d333b488a139808d8650d4373%7C2dcae639d4a4445482c7592ab66fc7bd%7C0%7C0%7C637370454937525283&sdata=M3EqgcsrakcEApU8IS8LnEvVmU73ukZxxz7r20fMIpk%3D&reserved=0
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Evaluation Criteria for each category: 

1. Primary school students 

Evaluation criteria for primary school students: 

- Personal characteristics. 
- Development of potentials and skills. 
- Contribution to the community. 
- Competitions and awards. 
- Scientific researches and projects. 

 

2. Preparatory school students 

Evaluation criteria for preparatory school students: 

- Personal characteristics. 
- Development of potentials and skills. 
- Activities and competitions. 
- Contribution to the community. 
- Scientific researches and projects. 

 

3. Secondary school students 

Evaluation criteria for secondary school students: 

- Personal characteristics. 
- Development of potentials and skills. 
- Activities and competitions. 
- Contribution to the community. 
- Scientific researches and projects. 

 

4. University Graduates 

Evaluation criteria for university graduates: 

- Personal characteristics. 
- Self-development. 
- Activities and competitions. 
- Contribution to the community. 
- Scientific research. 

 

5. Master’s Degree holders 

Evaluation criteria for master’s degree holders: 

- Research objective and research problem. 
- Scientific value of the research topic. 

- Scientific value of the research results. 



Introductory Guide on the Education Excellence Day Award - Fourteenth Edition 2021 
 
 
 

        
  P a g e  | 15 

 

- Practical value of the research recommendations. 

- Richness of theoretical/conceptual framework of the research. 
- Appropriateness of research methodology and procedure. 
- Innovative aspects of the research. 
- Adopting interdisciplinary inputs. 
- Scientific works derived from the research. 
- Duration for obtaining the degree. 
- Quality of organizing the application. 

 

6. PhD Holders 
Evaluation criteria for doctorate degree holders: 
- Research objective and research problem. 
- Scientific value of the research topic. 
- Scientific value of the research results. 
- Practical value of the research recommendations. 
- Richness of theoretical/conceptual framework of the research. 
- Appropriateness of the research methodology and procedure. 
- Innovative aspects of the research. 
- Adopting interdisciplinary inputs. 
- Scientific works derived from the research. 
- Duration for obtaining the degree. 
- Quality of the application organization. 
- The interview. 

 

7. Outstanding Teacher 
Evaluation criteria for the teacher: 
- Planning. 
- Teaching and learning. 
- Assessment. 
- Welfare of students. 
- Professional development. 
- Partnership with parents and the community. 
- Achievements. 
 

8. Outstanding School 
Evaluation criteria for schools: 
- Leadership and educational administration. 
- Resource management. 
- Developing and caring for students. 
- Educational performance and learning environment. 
- School activities and excellence awards. 
- Parental and community partnerships. 

 

9. Scientific Research 

Evaluation criteria for scientific research: 

- Title of the research. 
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- Research introduction. 
- Research problem and objectives. 
- Research methodology. 
- Data analysis and conclusions. 

- Presentation of the research report. 

- How far the student benefited from the research. 

 

Award Value 

The winners of the Education Excellence Award shall receive the following prizes: 

 

Primary School Students 

Platinum medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 15.000, a certificate and a platinum medal. 

Gold medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 10.000, a certificate and a gold medal. 

 

Preparatory School Students 

Platinum medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 20.000, a certificate of excellence and a platinum medal. 

Gold medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 15.000, a certificate of excellence and a gold medal. 

Secondary School Students 

Platinum medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 35.000, a certificate of excellence and a platinum medal. 

Gold medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 25.000, a certificate of excellence and a gold medal. 

 

University Graduates 

Platinum medal category: 

The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 45.000, a certificate of excellence and a platinum medal. 

Gold medal category: 
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The student is awarded a cash prize of QR 35.000, a certificate of excellence and a gold medal. 

 

Master’s Degree Holders 

The master’s degree holder is awarded a cash prize of QR 50.000, a certificate of excellence and a gold 

medal. 

 

PhD Holders 

The PhD holder is awarded a cash prize of QR 60.000, a certificate of excellence and a platinum medal. 

 

Outstanding School 

The award is given to two outstanding schools, one of which is public and the other is private. Each school 

receives a gold medal, a certificate of excellence, and a cash prize of QR 100.000. 

 

Outstanding Teacher 

The outstanding teacher is given a platinum medal, a certificate of excellence and a cash prize of QR 

60.000. 

 

Outstanding Scientific Research for Secondary School Students 

The winning secondary school student having the best research will receive a gold medal, a certificate of 

excellence and a cash prize of QR 20.000. 


